Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. 

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. Also, as you will see, I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible, and it should help you keep better eye contact with the congregation since you should find it easier to keep your place while reading. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service: #24 vs.1-3

Call to Worship: Psalm 47:5-8

We gather as God’s redeemed to Affirm that: OUR Help is in ... 
 





As we do so, We Receive God’s Greeting…
Grace  and Peace to you from God/Father/Son/HS. Amen
 
Let us respond to God’s call to worship Him #149B
 “O Praise ye the Lord” 

PLEASE REMAIN STANDING as we profess our faith using the Heidelberg Q/A #26+28
Forms & Confessions pg.21






Please be seated 

 

And now we will read from the Heidelberg Catechism – Lord’s Day #5 

F&Conf. Pg17
Let us now worship the Lord as we Sing our text: #49    “Listen to me, all you peoples” (choose verses if you want)
WE come now to our time of Congregational Prayer:

Scripture Reading:
Matthew 10:24-33
Let’s now cont. To worship as we bring to the Lord His Tithes and our Freewill offerings: As the Deacons come ...
Let’s cont. to worship as we sing Our Song of Prep:   Psalm #139 vs.1,2,4,6,12
“O God you search me” 

Sermon Text:
Psalm 49
 
Sermon Title: 
“A Debt no one can pay…”
Let us now sing a song of Response – Psalm #90
“Lord you have been our dwelling place”  
May the Lord bless you & keep you, May the Lord turn His face toward you & be gracious to you,



May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you & give you peace! Amen


Doxology: 
#523
“To God be the glory!” 
Evening Sermon: “A Debt that No-One can Pay”



Heidelberg #5
Text: Psalm 49  
Reading:   Matthew 10:24-33


Introduction:
 Children, are you ever afraid of the dark? Sometimes, you can get scared of the unknown – if you don’t know what made a particular sound, or what a certain shadow is – you can be scared… But you don’t need to be scared of the dark. For God is creator of both darkness and Light – Psalm 139 tells us that the darkness doesn’t hide anything from God! To God, the night is as bright as the day! And so, if we trust that God will protect us and provide for us – we don’t need to fear anything that can happen to us or surprise us, day or night!

I love that old saying, “Fear God, and you will have nothing else to fear!” If all men completely trusted God to ordain their health and rest and death – then all men would be equally brave and courageous in the face of danger! Fear God then, and you will have nothing else to fear! But the opposite is true as well – as we will see in our text – REFUSE to fear God, and you have every reason to Fear His Wrath!
(Review) Last week, we looked at Lord’s Day 4 from Exodus 34 and the name of God. We saw that God will by no means pardon the guilty, but in His justice, He has provided a way of Grace! We opened this up by examining the context of the faithlessness of OT Israel and God’s faithfulness despite it! We explored how God’s Justice and Mercy work hand in hand as counterbalanced aspects of His character! We cannot properly understand God’s mercy unless we feel the weight of His Justice… and yet, we must never allow God’s Justice to cause us pain without running to Him in Christ for His Mercy!! And He will give it to you for Christ’s sake!

Without the mercy of God in Christ, you don’t stand a chance! It is a fascinating and frightening FACT – that if you fear God and trust in Him – you are saved and should relax… But if you refuse to Fear Him – YOU have every reason to fear Him! God WILL punish the wicked – as this psalm very powerfully describes…  As we will learn:

 You MUST Fear God, for no earthly power can pay your debt of sin: ONLY God Redeems!
Prologue: This Psalm begins with a prologue/introduction – a call to all the people of the world to hear the following words of wisdom. The author(s), the Sons of Korah, clearly want everyone from every people group, of low and high position, rich and poor alike  ALL of them to give their attention! 
This is important!








He states that he inclines his ear (or listens) to a proverb, and that he will express his riddle with the harp: which means that he is about to teach some piece of wisdom that he has learned from someone else, and he is going to teach this wisdom in a poetic way through this song.  

It is important to note this introduction, because it helps us recognize the poetic form that follows. The Psalmist arranged the psalm using a special type of Hebrew emphasis called Chiasm, where the most important information is in the center of the psalm. Following the prologue, the Psalmist begins and ends asserting that God’s people have no reason to fear mankind, followed next (and next to last) by the topic of redemption, focusing on the middle of the psalm (verses 10-13) where he explains that Earthly wealth and Power are ultimately worthless! 
What is especially powerful in this Psalm is that the second half builds on this central foundational thought! So, when the Psalmist revisits the topics of Redemption and Fear, he expands on them based on the fact that earthly wealth and power are ultimately worthless. 

And so we will divide our time into 5 brief headings following these 5 sections of the psalm. 

Let’s begin in verses 5 and 6, where you see that:

I. God’s People have NO Reason for Fear…      
(REPEAT)
Here is the beginning of the Psalmist’s riddle; Look at those verses again with me: [Read Vs 5-6]

 This rhetorical question is clearly intended to make the reader (or the listener of the song) come to grips with the fact that such fear (of man) is unfounded and unnecessary! But that is not a natural conclusion is it? The situation described is essentially your worst nightmare come true… Isn’t it perfectly reasonable to fear evil days… of course if you were ever surrounded by wicked men who were intent on destroying you (and they had the wealth to back up their threats) CERTAINLY you would be afraid… Such thoughts are especially scary when you realize that we all deserve worse punishment than this! As the catechism points out, “according to God’s righteous judgment we deserve punishment in this world and forever after…”!! 
Certainly there is a reason to fear…

Yet the Psalmist boldly asks, “Why should I fear…?” …as if he would even have to ask!

He begins to answer that question in vs.7-9, 









… by Essentially asking the question: 
II. Who can Redeem Mankind?        (REPEAT)
In these verses, the Sons of Korah introduce the topic of redemption, but in a strange way: They are essentially removing all hope of redemption/salvation!! It is clearly a break in topic, and it doesn’t seem to answer the question just asked in verse 5,6… The reason for bringing it up becomes clear later on, so for now, let’s take a moment to focus on the implications of what is said here.
Take a look at Verse 7 with me [Read]

The Psalmist is explaining that no man can redeem (pay the ransom for) the Life of another man. But, What does that mean? As Christians, we hear the words “redemption” and “ransom” and immediately jump to spiritual salvation, but is that really in view here? 


I believe it is, because it says that this ransom is rightly owed to God. We learn more in verse 8: that the ransom for a life is costly, no payment is ever enough. And in verse 9 we see what the payment is for: the payment is to enable the one redeemed to “live on forever and not see decay.” The word translated as decay here in verse 9 is literally the word for “the pit” or the place of decay and filth – a poetic way of saying “Hell.” 

These verses are raising the very same point as Lord’s Day 5. There, question 13 asks, “Can we pay this debt (the debt of our sins) ourselves?” Certainly Not! Actually, we increase our guilt every day. Question and answer 14 then provides the really frightening declaration, that “no mere creature can bear the weight of God’s eternal anger against sin and release others from it!” The payment required for your sins can not be paid by earthly wealth or power! The cost of your soul is so great, that no payment can ever be enough – even a million years of suffering in Hell can not pay back your debt of sin and guilt. You see, you have an invaluable soul gifted to you by God for use in His service, and when you rob Him of that service thru living for yourself – you highjack a priceless soul to sin against an infinite God – that combines to create an infinite debt which demands an eternity in HELL!
At this point in the psalm, we have been challenged that we have nothing to fear from man, and then we have been given the plain facts of God’s justice – that we can never pay our debt or anyone else’s! The Psalmist is turning our attention off of fear of man and giving us a major reason to FEAR God!

He then turns THIRDLY (in verses 10 to 13) to show:

III. The Worthlessness of Earthly Wealth and Power        (REPEAT)
Look at those verses with me (vs.10-12 READ)
These verses are essentially self-explanatory! They are so powerful! The Psalmist is using the fact, that death comes to us all, as the greatest reason why earthly wealth and power are worthless – Because you can’t take it with you, and they can’t buy you life!! They can’t buy you physical life, and he just finished telling us that earthly wealth can’t buy spiritual life after death either! It doesn’t matter if you had lands named after you, regardless of how rich, poor, wise or foolish you are – every one will die eventually. And your wealth and power will be left to others. Death is the great equalizer among men, because all die. 

However, in Verses 12-13, the author says something a little different. READ 

He is saying that a certain type of man, the man who doesn’t endure, is like the beasts that perish. And in Verse 13, We find out who is the type of man who doesn’t endure: Men who trust in themselves, (and those after them – which means those who follow/approve of them) THEY are like beasts that perish! Then we see that word: Selah – Most likely this word, was a marker for there to be a break in singing to allow the listeners (or the singers, for that matter) to contemplate the power and truth of the last phrase. So the author of this psalm is really drawing our attention to verses 12-13. THIS IS THE CENTER OF OUR CHIASM Structure. The Core lesson, if you will… So, Contemplate what this could mean: “Those who trust in themselves are like the beasts that perish!”
--*--
At this point (having given us this powerful food for thought) the Psalmist turns back to the theme of Redemption to begin giving us the answers to this riddle of life.

In verses 14 and 15, he again takes up the question of:

IV. Who can Redeem Mankind?!        (REPEAT)
Having said in verse 9 that no payment could ever redeem a man from decay (or Hell)… 

(in verse 14), The psalmist points out that the those people described in verses 12/13 are destined for decay and Hell: Look at that verse with me again: READ vs.14
       
Some people are destined to go to the grave (literally Sheol or Hell – the place of the dead). They are said to be destined to go there like sheep – meaning that they will be gathered there against their will, and there death will be their shepherd! People love Psalm 23 because it describes God as our Shepherd – he cares for us… but consider the HORROR of having Death be your shepherd?! 

What a horrible picture! These who had great wealth in this life, will suffer decay forever after death – but the upright (or the people of God) will rule over such men “In the morning”. Here we see the vindication of the righteous – they might be picked-on or persecuted in this life, but “in the morning” after death (or in the new Heavens and New Earth) the roles will be reversed and the righteous will be the ones in high position. AND, how do they get to that exalted position? 
Verse 15 tells us: “But God will redeem my soul from the power of Sheol (Hell); For He will receive me!” No Earthly price could ever be enough, not man or beast, not gold or silver or precious stones…. No! 


The Only One that can redeem the soul of Man is God Himself!!

The question is often asked, Why did the Messiah have to be God? The Messiah could only ever be God, because no man could pay the price for another’s sins! Only the infinite God is capable of paying that infinite debt to redeem the souls of His people, and to free them to live for all eternity in His presence!

And there we see that word, Selah, again! The Psalmist really has two major points in this Psalm. 

First, He wants you to contemplate the utter worthlessness of wealth and power in this life by looking at the ultimate destruction of those who trust in such things, and 

Second, He wants you to consider the God who redeems His people from death and brings them to Himself! And to know God’s salvation in contrast to what humanity deserves in Hell!
The Psalmist then applies those two lessons as he revisits that opening assertion that 

V. God’s people have NO Reason for Fear…        (REPEAT)
In verse 16, the Psalmist says: READ vs. 16-17

Here is the answer to the question of verses 5,6. Why should I fear…? I shouldn’t; because no matter how powerful my enemies may seem, they will all eventually die and their splendor will fade. The Pharaoh’s of Egypt thought that they could take their wealth with them. That is why they filled their tombs with all sorts of food and treasures – occasionally even having some of their wives and servants buried alive with them – so they could come along as well. But as verse 17 clearly teaches, you can’t take your glory or riches with you! ((Which is why their wealth is still there when we open their tombs!))
Indeed, as verses 18 and 19 say: [Read]
Despite great wealth and many praises, the wicked will all die and they won’t see the light– Specifically they won’t see God’s Light! But those whom God has redeemed (through faith in Christ’s work on the Cross) will spend eternity basking in that Light of eternal Life – in the presence of the Almighty God. You could compare every description of God’s presence to every description of Hell and the major sense of contrast will come down to two words: Life/light!  
God is light and life – His wrath in Hell produces only eternal death and darkness!

The Psalmist concludes in verse 20 by essentially repeating verse 12. In the Original, the two verses are identical, except verse 20 replaces the phrase “will not endure” with “without understanding” … In other words: Despite his riches, the man who does not understand the way of salvation, is like the beasts that perish… I didn’t explain that last statement earlier, because the Psalmist really drags out its emphasis by repeating it here… Animals die and rot in the grave. They do not go to spend eternity with God. Therefore, the Psalmist is telling us that those who are not redeemed by God, are like the animals that perish, in this sense: they don’t live on forever in the presence of God; instead the wicked will die and (and just as there is no end to death/decay with animals in the ground) so sinners who do not know Christ will decay forever in Hell as objects of God’s wrath.
Conclusion: This is such a powerful Psalm – with some moving contrasts between God’s people and the wicked. And yet great hope for those of you who look to God in Faith! 

And that really leads us to our 2 primary applications that we can draw from this psalm:


Firstly, The psalmist is compelling everyone, rich and poor, low and high, all who live in this world to consider their ultimate end. Where will you spend eternity! Will you be blessed in this life, only to suffer for all eternity? Or will you place your hope and trust in God? 

We have the blessing of a complete Bible, and so we know that to obtain the redemption of God Himself, we must put our faith and trust in Christ’s work on the cross. You must repent of your sins, turn from living life your way & believe that Jesus died to pay this costly ransom for you, and you will be saved!
and
Secondly, The psalmist is comforting God’s people. He is encouraging you that if you “Fear God, then you really have nothing else to Fear!” As we read in Matthew 10 – nothing happens to a sparrow without God’s will, and yet you are worth more than MANY sparrows! Therefore, children and Adults – you don’t need to be afraid of the dark or any dark situation in life – IF YOU Trust in God!
Therefore, Fear God, by clinging to Christ in Faith – believing that He is your Substitute and Savior! 

And you will have nothing to fear in this life … or the next! 
AMEN.
